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A Sleek Contemporary
Retreat in the Tuscan Hills
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CASA
MORELLI

Casa Morelli is a vacation home set on an elevated posi- Studio Holzrausch kitchen surfaces and fireplace—to the terrace. As with

tion in the Tuscan hills near Radda in Chianti. Originally Chianti,

afarmhouse, parts of which date back to the 15th century,

the building had fallen into disrepair. This, however, enabled Munich-
based architect Tobias Petri and the Holzrausch design studio to recon-
figure the traditional form to benefit from expansive views of the gently
rolling landscape. Typically, Tuscan houses have small windows but, in
addition to restoring the existing building, a second building connected
to the first created open, contemporary spaces while preserving the old-
er stone-built house’s character. With the vast panorama window fully
opened, the living room with a dining area, open kitchen, and study merge
seamlessly with the terrace, which is shaded by a pergola, an outdoor
kitchen, and a water feature. This effect is emphasized by the dark-gray
cotto floor running unbroken from the interior spaces—including the

50

Italy the new, contemporary volumes, the flooring reflects an
approach that is sympathetic to local traditions but does
not set out to simply emulate the vernacular. Rather than terra-cotta til-
ing typical of Tuscan houses, the cotto floor was specially commissioned
for Casa Morelli and defines an interior scheme of calming, muted tones.
A soft-gray wall plaster (it took several attempts to perfect the color,
grain, and structure) and dark wood have been combined with custom
steel windows and basins and baths made on-site from solid travertine
blocks in the bathrooms.
The contemporary take on the local traditions continues with the custom
furniture, such as the large dining table and chairs, designed by Klaus
Lichtenegger, an Austrian designer-craftsman who lived and worked in
the neighboring village for several years.
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CASA MORELLI
Chianti, Italy



The gray and black color
scheme was the product of
careful experimentation

and deliberately contrasts
with the typical terra-cotta
tones of Tuscan farmhouses.
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The panoramic window slides
back to open the living and
dining room to the terrace,
with expansive views over the
rolling Chianti countryside.
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